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DCPS director of Transportation Wayne Wright will be the guest of honor at a 
retirement reception from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 14, at the 
Transportation Department. Everyone is invited to attend and express our 
appreciation to Wayne for his many contributions to our district.

A message from Wayne Wright

My upcoming retirement at the end of

this semester is rapidly approaching

and I cannot leave without expressing

my gratitude for the opportunity to

work for DCPS. I’ve worked for 

multiple administrators and board

members over my two lengthy stints of

employment with DCPS; I’ll always be

grateful for the opportunities for

growth, district confidence and support

DCPS board administrators have 

extended me.

School administrators and staff have

worked closely with us, as a team, at

Transportation to create a safe 

environment for students on our buses.

We cannot transport 7,000 students to

and from school each day without

teamwork. Schools have supported us

with discipline, routing, working 
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bus emergencies on the road, loading and unloading and

any other need that arises when transporting kids. I will

always be appreciative to all of our schools for helping

us and welcoming Transportation staff members into

your buildings and teams.

All Transportation staff members will always be dear to

my heart. Their commitment to safety and meeting kids’

needs under difficult circumstances is a tribute to their

character and dedication. I truly want to thank all of

them for extending great customer service to the DCPS

community and representing DCPS with class when 

visiting other communities across our state. DCPS has a

great reputation at the Kentucky Department of 

Education and across the state as a result of their job 

performances. I feel we’ve accomplished great things

over the past few years and I appreciate everyone’s 

efforts in our successes. Thanks for allowing me to be

your leader and for the memories I’ll take with me! 

I’ll miss the DCPS family, but I look forward to the first

snow when I can get a cup of coffee and let someone

else make the dreaded “Snow Day” call.

Always a friend of DCPS!  

— Wayne Wright

Thank You,

Wayne Wright!

New Immunization

Laws for 2018-19
The Daviess County Public

School district is encouraging all

parents and guardians to be aware

of new immunization laws that

will require Hepatitis A shots for

ALL students, regardless of

age/grade, and a Meningitis

booster for ages 16 and up before

entry into school in August 2018. 

These laws, passed in June 2017,

will be enforced at the beginning

of the 2018-19 school year for all

public schools in Kentucky and

are in response to a Hepatitis A outbreak in Kentucky.

Parents/guardians are strongly encouraged to begin NOW

in scheduling immunizations for their children to avoid

potential shortages that may result from the large number

of children who will require these shots. Be aware also

that it takes six months to complete the two-shot Hepatitis

A immunization series. 

Information is posted on DCPS district website, including

a summary of new shots required beginning in 2018; 

a summary of all shots required and the ages or grades at

which they are required; and a list of suggested 

immunization providers that are available to families

based on their insurance coverage status.

Visit www.dcps.org to learn more. Click HERE or copy

and paste this link into your browser to go directly to that

informational page:

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/shots#sthash.d

rXQnFwS.dpbs

Wendi Kozel, RN

Health services
coordinator

Attention

All Parents!

Correction

Some of the information in last week’s Grapevine about

a Christmas parade float constructed by our DCPS

Transportation team was incorrect. The 40/8 train is not

part of the VFW. 40/8 is an independent veterans 

organization. The train is owned by Rex Marsh, who

spearheaded the Christmas float project. We regret the

error and thank Rex again for his community spirit. 

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/shots#sthash.xdiRwWhu.dpbs
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/News/shots#sthash.xdiRwWhu.dpbs


#KidsFirstGivingTuesday ... Why We Give!
WOW – More than $13,000
raised during the Foundation for
DCPS #KidsFirstGivingTuesday
campaign on Nov. 28! Read on to
find out why West Louisville 
Elementary School, the second
smallest school in the district,
found it important to give their 
full-fledged support of 
#KidsFirstGivingTuesday.

Vicki Quisenberry

Executive director
Foundation for DCPS

West Louisville Elementary School

More Than $5,000 – Why We Give!
By Becky Luckett

The Foundation for DCPS and our Superintendent, Mr.

Matt Robbins, initiated Kids First Giving Tuesday in our

district during the month of 

November. The West Louisville

Elementary School faculty, staff,

student body and community

came together to show how vital

our Family Resource Center 

services are to our students and

families in our very own 

community.

Students were challenged in every

grade level to raise the most

money, staff members were given

the opportunity to make a donation for casual days during

the month of December, and our Family Resource Center

director Heather McCarty visited our local community

businesses to seek out donations to benefit the needs of

our students and families.

After collecting change from our grade level students, 

donations from faculty and staff members and community

donations, our school raised over $5,000 for our Family

and Youth Resource Center. West Louisville has always

been a rural community school in which everyone has

bonded together and committed to do whatever it takes to

benefit the students and families in our community. In this

very instance, faculty and staff donated money to assist in

meeting the basic needs of students served by our Family

and Youth Resource Center. Individual members of our

community and businesses did not hesitate to make a 

donation toward the assistance needed to provide for the

less fortunate students and families in our West Louisville

community. 

Students opened their hearts and piggy banks to donate

change, whether it was a handful of pennies or a few 

dollars bills, to the cause in order to help meet the needs

of their peers.

The students, staff and faculty of WLES challenge 

everyone in the DCPS district to open your hearts and

piggy banks and make a donation that will not only fill

your heart with joy but will IMPACT the lives of those

you see each and every day. 

#KidsFirstGivingTuesday is an event in which YOU have

the opportunity to indirectly IMPACT the lives of those

we see each and every day. Happy Holidays from the West

Louisville Family!!! 

Okay, DCPS — The challenge has been made!

Will you accept it?

Donations may be made:

1. Through DCPS payroll deduction: 

email Julia Hobbs at Central Office 

Julia.Hobbs@daviess.kyschools.us 

2. Online www.FoundationForDCPS.WeShareOnline.org 

— #KidsFirstGivingTuesday

3. Mail check to:

Foundation for DCPS

Attn: #KidsFirstGivingTuesday 

(include school  name if applicable) 

c/o Becky Whitehead, CPA, Treasurer

P.O. Box 21510 

Owensboro, KY 42304

4. Drop your donation off at any DCPS school or at 

Central Office in an envelope labeled:

Foundation for DCPS 

#KidsFirstGivingTuesday (School name if applicable)

To keep up with our #KidsFirstGivingTuesday 

fundraising totals:

n “Like” and “Share” the Foundation for DCPS 
Facebook Page 

n Follow us on Twitter @FDCPS 

It’s Not Too Late!
Click HERE for video featuring your DCPS 

colleagues about how #KidsFirstGivingTuesday

benefits students in our schools ... and how your

gift is truly make a difference for kids.

It’s not too late to contribute your #KidsFirst gift! 

Vicki Quisenberry

Becky Luckett

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XpC0KlA_4OI&feature=youtu.be


Office of Teaching and

Learning Update
This monthly feature 

provides information and 

updates about progress and 

activities in our DCPS 

Office of Teaching and

Learning, shared by assistant

superintendent Jana Beth

Francis. 

December 2017
Dec. 6 – Future Leaders 

Academy Cohort 2

Dec. 7 – Administrators 

Meeting

Dec. 12 – Future Leaders Academy Cohort 3

Dec. 13 – Instructional Coaches Meeting

Dec. 13 – Family Resource/Youth Services Center 

Coordinators Meeting

Dec. 13 – Future Leaders Academy Cohort 3

Dec. 19 – Board of Education Meeting

Dec. 21 – Board of Education Meeting

Jana Beth Francis

These weekly fitness reminders are brought to you by the

DCPS Food Services Department. We care about you!

Learn more at www.healthymonday.org 

Healthy Lifestyle

Tip of the Week

Payroll Department

Update
Here are changes scheduled for

upcoming pay periods:

If you made any changes during

open enrollment, have an age band

increase or have a policy with rate

changes for 2018, you should see a

change in these deductions on the

Dec. 15 paycheck:    

n AFLAC n American Fidelity

n Allstate n Trustmark

n HRI Dental n Avesis Vision

n Lincoln Financial – short and long term disability

n Lincoln Financial – supplemental life (self, spouse, 
children)

The Jan. 15 paycheck will reflect any changes made for

the following deductions:

n Health Insurance

n Personal flex accounts

n Personnel Cabinet life insurance (salary increase 
changes for this deduction on Nov. 15)

n United Way

If you have any questions, please contact Julia Hobbs at

Central Office — julia.hobbs@daviess.kyschools.us or

270-852-7000 ext. 249.

Congratulations,

Coach Dan Crume!
Dan Crume has been named 

Messenger-Inquirer Area Coach

of the year and Russell

Athletic/Kentucky Football

Coaches Association Class 5A

District Coach of the Year for

2017. Dan served as interim

coach this year following seven

seasons as head coach of the

Apollo High School football 

program. The Eagles finished the

season with a 7-3 record, including wins over 

Owensboro and Owensboro Catholic high schools.

Dan will serve as AHS athletic director next year as 

he hands the reins over to a new head coach with the

momentum of a winning season. Congratulations! 

Dan Crume



By Chantay Taylor

Guidance Counselor, Burns Middle School

At Burns Middle School, we always make every effort to

think of new ideas and new ways that we can reach our

students in all aspects of life. We

understand that middle school

aged years are a very emotional

and trying time. When presented

with the idea of the Sources of

Strength program, there was no

hesitation. We knew we wanted to

implement this at our school for

our students. 

Sources of Strength is a universal

suicide prevention program 

designed to build socioecological

protective influences around youth and to reduce the 

likelihood that vulnerable youth and young adults will 

become suicidal. 

Sources of Strength believes that many strengths are more

powerful than one. Our united goal is to activate and 

mobilize these strengths in ways that positively change 

individuals and communities.

The mission of Sources of Strength is to provide the 

highest quality evidence-based prevention strategies for

suicide, violence, bullying and substance abuse by 

training, supporting and empowering both peer leaders

and caring adults to impact their world through the power

of connection, hope, help and strength.

Sources of Strength Peer Leaders are a diverse group of

individuals who leverage their personal and collective

leadership qualities as well as their social influence in

leading the charge in norming and culture change 

campaigns by using strength-based messages to impact

multiple issues, including suicide. 

Sources of Strength is a student-led program with monthly

campaigns to spread the message of HOPE, HELP and

STRENGTH. Burns Middle School has recently began

their first campaign, helping other students and staff 

understand what Sources of Strength is all about. Our SOS

team consists of four trusted adults and 60 peer leaders.

The students planned and organized skits at a school-wide

assembly, made posters, wrote messages with sidewalk

chalk, made lockers magnets and used social media to

spread the news about our new program. Our students also

planned and organized a Thankfulness campaign for the

month of November, creating a school-wide thankfulness

tree and thankful journals. 

But what’s really

important is

hearing what the

kids themselves

have to say about

Sources of

Strength. Here

are some of their

thoughts:

“Serving as a

peer mentor for

Sources of Strength not only brings other people strength,

but it provides us with strength knowing we’re making a

difference.” (Menza Velotta)

“Sources of Strength has been such a positive thing for

Burns Middle School. It has taught us to embrace our

strengths in life and to help others that are going through

hard times.” (Grace Kemp)

“Sources of Strength is such an amazing club that helps

students know what to do when their peers are in a time 

of need. Sources of Strength is going to have such an 

incredible impact on BMS and many other schools around

the world.” (Avery Goodall)

“SOS is a very helpful program. It is such a positive

movement and is very inspiring.” (Bryson Martin)

For more information about Sources of Strength, visit
https://sourcesofstrength.org/

or contact Chantay Taylor at Burns Middle School at 
270-852-7400 or chantay.taylor@daviess.kyschools.us 

BMS builds on Sources of  Strength

Chantay Taylor

Make-Up

Day

Thursday, May 17, will be the make-up day for

the instructional day missed because of a water

main break on Friday, Dec. 1.

If we miss school for snow or any other reason

during January or early February, the next 

make-up day will be on Feb. 18. 



Santa Claus in DCPS
WES Breakfast With Santa

Whitesville Elementary

School is celebrating the

Christmas season with a

Breakfast with Santa

from 7:30 to 9 a.m. 

Saturday, Dec. 9, in the

school cafeteria. Children

of all ages are invited to

attend and participate in

a craft activity. Santa

Claus will be there to listen to “wish lists” and take 

photographs for $1 each. 

The breakfast is open to everyone. The menu includes

eggs, sausage, biscuits and gravy, juice or milk. 

Donations of $3 per person will benefit the Family 

Resource Center Angel Tree program to provide food,

clothing and toys for families in need. Reservations are

requested by Wednesday, Dec. 6, by contacting Anne

Woolwine at anne.woolwine@daviess.kyschools.us or

270-852-7681.

Those attending are invited to wear Christmas clothes or

school-appropriate pajamas. 

Afterward, the WES family will join the Whitesville

Christmas Parade at 10 a.m. with their float, themed

“One Team, One Family, One Holiday.” Students and

staff members will ride the float and walk in the parade

as the community comes together to enjoy the spirit of

the holiday.

Santa at the Credit Union
The “real” Santa Claus will

be at the Daviess County

Teachers Federal Credit

Union from 3 to 5 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 15. Everyone

is invited to bring their

children and grandchildren

to share their wish lists

with the jolly old elf

(adults also welcome!) and

have a free photograph taken with Santa.

“Santa” is really Ed Gorman, who has portrayed Santa

for many years and is a substitute Santa at Holiday

World. Children often mistake him for the “real” Santa!

We are so excited to welcome him to the Credit Union,

located at 1900 Southeastern Parkway. 

DCTFCU

Safety Pay$
Click HERE or copy and paste this link into your browser

to watch a DCPS Christmas-theme safety video:

https://youtu.be/SlZCCf7KtqU

Send an email to dcpssafetyteam@daviess.kyschools.us

with your answer to the following question by noon 

Monday, Dec. 11, to be eligible for a random drawing for

a restaurant gift card:

Identify a SAFETY HAZARD illustrated in this video and

describe the CORRECT procedure that we should all 

follow to ensure a safety and happy holiday for all! 

This message brought to you by the DCPS Safety Team.

We care about YOU!

DCPS

Christmas

Break

Dec. 18-Jan. 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlZCCf7KtqU&feature=youtu.be


Daviess County Middle School staff members spent their

first evening of Thanksgiving break decorating the school

lobby for the holiday season. This year’s theme is

Whoville! As students returned to school on Monday, they

were greeted by holiday music and an amazing display of

decorations that transformed DCMS into Whoville. 

Below: Stacy Fulkerson adds her special touch to gifts

adorning the lobby of Daviess County Middle School. 

Top left: Shannon Payne and Michelle Hartz create a 

magical decoration for the DCMS lobby.

Center left: Chelsea Hoffman and Faye Klee arrange a 

display as part of the DCMS Whoville Christmas theme.

Left and Right – 

The DCMS lobby

is magically 

transformed into

Whoville for

Christmas 2017!



College and Career Readiness Update
By Amanda Jerome

DCPS College and Career Readiness Coordinator

Recruiting for the next group of

Community Campus students is

beginning now! If you know of an

eighth-grader in the Owensboro/

Daviess County area who has an

interest in STEM careers 

(Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Math), including 

Engineering and Life Sciences,

please share with them the 

following information or have

them contact me directly at

amanda.jerome@daviess.kyschools.us 

Community Campus academies will open their online 

applications on Monday, Jan. 15. Students may visit

www.apollopltw.weebly.com (Engineering) or 

www.lifescienceacademy.net (Life Science) to apply.

In an effort to explain more

about Community Campus,

Dual Credit, and other high

school opportunities, we

will host informational 

parent nights at our DCPS

middle schools. Guidance

staff from the feeder high

school, college and career

readiness coaches and 

representatives from the

Community Campus programs will be on hand to deliver

information and answer questions.

The dates and locations of these events are: 

6 p.m. Monday, Jan. 8 – Daviess County Middle School

6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 9 – College View Middle School

6 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 10 – Burns Middle School

All interested eighth-graders and their families are 

welcome to attend any of these events. (You do not have

to attend the event at your school if another date is more

convenient for you.) Please see the following pages for

more information about Community Campus! 

To learn more about CCR, contact:

Amanda Jerome – amanda.jerome@daviess.kyschools.us 

Trey Pippin – trey.pippin@daviess.kyschools.us

Jeremy Camron – jeremy.camron@daviess.kyschools.us

See Next Pages for Community Campus information

Amanda Jerome

Students from Apollo and Daviess County high schools
enjoyed a “Come See Blue” trip to the University of 
Kentucky on Nov. 29. Students were treated to a tour of
the UK campus, received information about admissions
and scholarships, and enjoyed free T-shirts and lunch! 

DCPS: Putting

Kids First in PD
DCPS elementary school special education 

resource teachers participated in a training at

the Learning Center on Nov. 29 that 

exemplified their commitment to “learning

more to help students learn more.” The 

training focused on understanding and 

implementing a variety of visual supports to

help students with autism spectrum disorder or

other complex needs benefit from instructional

opportunities. 



 

Information for Middle School Students & Parents interested in Community Campus 

What is Community Campus? Community Campus is a partnership between Daviess County Public 
Schools, Owensboro Public Schools, Owensboro Catholic Schools and Hancock County Schools, as well as 
Owensboro Community and Technical College. We currently have two academies open to students 
entering their freshman year of high school: Engineering Academy, which meets at Apollo High School 
and Life Science Academy which meets at Owensboro Community and Technical College. Community 
Campus classes are filled with nearly 250 students from Daviess County Public Schools, Owensboro 
Public Schools, Owensboro Catholic Schools, McLean County Schools and Hancock County Schools.  The 
best part of Community Campus? These students are earning college credit during high school! 

Students in the Engineering Academy must have at least a 17 composite on the ACT.  

• These students meet daily on Apollo High School’s campus; morning courses begin at 7:50 a.m. 
and afternoon courses are daily at 2:00 p.m.  

• The Engineering Academy is part of Project Lead the Way, which is a nationally recognized 
provider for STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) curriculums. Learn more at 
www.pltw.org . 

• Students enrolled in Engineering have the opportunity to take Introduction to Engineering Design, 
Principles of Engineering, Computer Programming, and Aerospace Engineering. 

• http://apollopltw.weebly.com/ Check out the Engineering Academy website to learn 
more and to apply online beginning January 15, 2018. Our application will be open through July 1, 
2018 for our Fall 2017 courses—you must apply online and have ACT to be eligible. 

Students in the Life Science Academy have at least a composite of a 20 on the ACT. 

• These students currently meet in the Science Building at Owensboro Community and Technical 
College’s main campus Monday-Thursday at 7:30 a.m., as well as a 2:00 p.m. option for those that 
prefer afternoon courses. 

• Students enrolled in this academy take Human Body Systems, Medical Intervention, and 
Biomedical Science courses and use Project Lead the Way curriculum to teach those courses. 

•  http://www.lifescienceacademy.net/ Check out the Life Science Academy website to learn more 
and to apply online beginning January 15, 2018. Our application will be open through July 1, 2018 
for our Fall 2017 courses-you must apply online and have ACT 

•  to be eligible. 
 

http://www.pltw.org/
http://apollopltw.weebly.com/
http://www.lifescienceacademy.net/


Do you have an interest in a career in Engineering or Health Sciences/Medical field? If so, you might be 
a perfect fit for Community Campus. All students who enter our academies are required to have ACT 
scores (ACT Composite of 17 for Engineering Academy and an ACT Composite of 20 for Life Science), 
please see the information below about registering for the ACT: 

ACT Test Dates and Registration Deadlines- 

Test Date: 

2017-2018 ACT Test Dates & Registration Deadlines 
Test Date Registration 

Deadline 
Late Registration 

Deadline 
Estimated Score 

Release* 
September 9, 2017 August 4, 2017 August 5-18, 2017 September 19, 2017 

October 28, 2017 September 22, 2017 September 23-October 6, 
2017 November 7, 2017 

December 9, 2017 November 3, 2017 November 4-17, 2017 December 19, 2017 

February 10, 2018** January 12, 2018 January 13-19, 2018 February 20, 2018 

April 14, 2018 March 9, 2018 March 10-23, 2018 April 24, 2018 

June 9, 2018 May 4, 2018 May 5-18, 2018 June 19, 2018 

July 14, 2018** June 15, 2018 June 16-22, 2018 July 24, 2018 

 

Register online for the ACT by visiting www.actstudent.org.  
Testing fee is $46.00 for the ACT (no writing) tests, which is payable with a debit or credit card on the 
ACT website.  

Eighth grade students will need to report their scores to the high school they anticipate attending as a 
freshman. The code to send scores to Apollo is 182-033, for Daviess County High School the code is 
182-040, the code for Owensboro High School is 182-048 and the code for Owensboro Catholic is 182-
045.  

 

Do you have questions about Community Campus?   

Contact Amanda Jerome, DCPS College & Career Coordinator and Director of Community Campus at 
amanda.jerome@daviess.kyschools.us  for more information about either academy, or about the many 
dual credit opportunities available in Daviess County Public Schools. 

 

 

http://www.actstudent.org/
mailto:amanda.jerome@daviess.kyschools.us
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